Salvador Ferreras


Percussionist first and foremost but also a dedicated music educator and producer, Salvador Ferreras has collaborated in almost every musical genre on the Canadian music scene. Over the last few years his touring engagements have taken him to the Czech Republic, Germany, Portugal, Taiwan, China, Australia and the United States. Sal and his wife Janet have called Vancouver home since 1982 and have raised two children, Jesse and Isabel in that beautiful city.
He is Artistic Director of the very successful Literary Cabaret at the Vancouver International Writer’s Festival. On the academic front, he is Dean of the Vancouver Community College School of Music and earned a PhD in Ethnomusicology from the University of British Columbia in 2005. He was a member of the British Columbia Arts Council from 2002 to 2008 and is a regular advisor on cultural policy with various organizations in Canada. In November 2003 he was inducted into the British Columbia Entertainment Hall of Fame. In May 2005, Sal was awarded the Willan Prize, for outstanding contributions to choral music in British Columbia. 

Sal is the former Principal Percussionist of the CBC Radio Orchestra, and tours with his Persian based trio Safa, and the Latin American trio The Southern Cross. His solo and collaborative work is heard regularly on national radio as performer, host and commentator on contemporary classical, traditional, and Latin American music. He has performed on a variety of highly acclaimed recordings ranging from rock to classical music with such artists at the CBC Radio Orchestra, Viveza, Chicago, k.d.lang, Veda Hille, Michael Blake, Hedley, Robbie Robertson and Raffi. He has released three solo recordings: To Drive in L.A. (1986), Invisible Minority (1994), Woodcuts (2001) and a well received trio recording with Safa (2002) (See more info on Recordings).

Telephone   604 323-4479

Email
 sal @ salferreras. com

Education

Bachelor of Music in Performance 

University of Windsor 1978

Windsor, Ontario 

Studies for a Master in Music Performance (not completed due to being hired as full time timpanist Victoria Symphony Orchestra, May 1980)

Wayne State University 1978-1980

Detroit, Michigan

Masters of Music in Ethnomusicology (not completed due to fast-track to PhD programme)

University of British Columbia 2000-2002

Vancouver, B.C.

PhD in Ethnomusicology

University of British Columbia 2005

Vancouver, B.C.

On-going and recent musical activities

· Continues to tour and record with several Canadian and International artists

· Free Lance producer and Music director Vancouver 

· Inducted into British Columbia Entertainment Hall of Fame 2003

· Awarded Willan Prize for contributions to Choral Music in BC 2005

· CBC Radio Orchestra  1990-2006

· Vancouver New Music Ensemble 1982-2000

· World Drums Ensemble 1988-1996

· Safa 2001-

· The Southern Cross Trio  1999-

· Viveza  1990-1996

· Pacific Baroque Orchestra 1991-1999

Modern Dance and Ballet collaborations

· Ballet British Columbia

· Judith Marcuse Dance Co.

· Jennifer Mascall Dance

· Crystal Pite

· Rosario Ancer Flamenco Dance Co.

· EDAM

· Karen Jamieson Dance Co.

Recent tours and notable performances

· Canada Tours of Jazz , Folk and World Music Festivals 2002-

· Toronto, Gatineau, Quebec City, montreal, St. John’s, Guelph, Waterloo, Kansas city, Halifax, Vancouver

· Produced Music score for Daniel Conrad film Pater Noster 2007

· Scored soundtrack for Daniel Conrad Dance Film  2001

Prague, Czech Republic

· Taiwan International New Music Festival Solo Recital and Workshops 2001

Taipei, Taiwan

· International Drum Festival Expo 2000 Hanover, Germany  2000

· Festival d’Ete Internationale Quebec City  1999

· International Drum Festival Expo 1998 Lisbon, Portugal 1998

· Taiwan International Festival  Taipei  1996

· Viveza  British Columbia Interior and Toronto 1995 

Academic Experience

· Sessional Instructor University of British Columbia 1997-2006

· Regular Instructor Vancouver Community College 1991-2006

· Sessional Instructor Simon Fraser University 1997-

· Sessional Instructor University of Victoria 1980-2000

· Sessional Instructor Douglas College 1985-1987

· Sessional Instructor University of Windsor 1978-1980

· Summer Instructor Mount Allison University 1978-1981

Selected Recent Recordings 

(Solo, ensemble and guest appearances)

· Famous Last Words Hedley

· This Riot Life Veda hille

· Musika Concordo lache Cercel

· Spirit dreamers  Garry Oker

· Alight  Safa

· Woodcuts 
Southern Cross Quintet

· From the Diary of Ann Frank CBC Radio Orchestra/Judith Forst

· The Colour of My Dreams CBC Radio Orchestra/Shauna Rolston

· English Piano Concerti CBC Radio Orchestra/Jane Coop

· Affairs of the Heart CBC Radio Orchestra

· The Overcoat CBC Radio Orchestra

· Dancing to the Moon 
Vivian Xia

· Transplanted Purple Bamboo Vancouver Chinese Music Ensemble

· The Book of Mirrors /G. Vona, L. Popov, Beverly Johnston

· Fascination Viveza

· In Palm Court Style Viveza

· Encore Viveza

· Entre Nous Viveza

· Bananaphone Raffi

· Nine-Fold Heart Lee Pui-Ming

· The Assassin’s Apprentice Stephen Fearing

Film soundtracks

· Pater Noster, Director Daniel Conrad 2007

· Six Possibilites, director Daniel Conrad 2006

· Afternoon of the Chimeras, Director Daniel Conrad 2005

· Seven Universal Solvents Director Daniel Conrad 2004
· Urban Miners, Director-Gary Marcuse 2004 

· Fix: The story of an addicted city  Director Nettie Wild 2002

(co-written with Dennis Burke)

(Best documentary-Genie Awards 2003)

· Six Possibilities Director Daniel Conrad 2002

· Deconstructing Supper  Director Marianne Kaplan 2001

· Subways  Director Daniel Conrad 2001

· Seducing the Guard Director Daniel Conrad 1999

· A Place called Chiapas  Director Nettie Wild 1998

(Best Documentary 1999 Genie Awards)

· Accident by Design  Director Daniel Conrad 1997

· Love Taps Director Anne O Donaghue 1995

· Songololo Director Marianne Kaplan 1990

· The Rustling of Leaves Director Nettie Wild 1988

Artistic Direction, Management and Production Credits

· Producer- Global Beats Soundstreams Cool Drummings Festival Toronto 2007 and 2008

· Producer- Aboriginal Music Lab, Vancouver Community College, Vancouver 2007, 2008

· Creative Director- Drum Song, video for BC/Canada House Beijing Summer 2008

· Producer Choral Riffs Celebration 2010 for Vancouver’s Olympic Bid 2003

· Producer Open House, Commodore Ballroom events and workshops, Festival Vancouver 2000, 2002, 2003

· Artistic Director Listen Up Festival Vancouver East Cultural Centre 2001-

· Artistic Director Vancouver International Writers Festival Literary Cabaret 1988-

· Artistic Director Vancouver Folk Music Festival 1994-1995

· Programme Director Simon Fraser Summer World Percussion Intensive 1993-1999

· Artistic Director Drum Heat Percussion Festival 1986-2003

· Artistic Director International Talent Victoria Commonwealth Games 1994

· Artistic Director Midsummer’s Night Gala for Queen Elizabeth II Victoria 1994

· Project Manager AfroCubanismo 1996 Banff School of Fine Arts

· Producer World Music/World Myth Vancouver Symphony Orchestra 1996

· Producer Symphonic Salsa Vancouver Symphony Orchestra 1998

· Assistant Director World Drum Festival Expo 86 Vancouver, Expo 88 Brisbane, Australia, Calgary Olympic Festival 1988, Expo 98 Lisbon, Portugal and Expo 2000 Hanover, Germany.

· Coordinator World Percussion Sessions Percussive Arts Society International Conferences in Columbus Ohio 2002 and Nashville Tennessee 2001.

Broadcasting and public speaking engagements

· Latin American Festival Scholarly presentation University of Central Florida, Orlando, Spring, 2007

· Keynote Speaker Arts Umbrella Professional Development Day, Vancouver, September 2008

· Scholar’s paper presentation Society for Ethnomusicology International Conference in Estes Park, Colorado 2002 and Tucson, Arizona 2004

· Keynote Speaker  International Baccalaureate Conference Vancouver 1997, 2003

· Host Victoria Day CBC National Network special “Music from the Rain Coast” 1996

· Host CBC National Radio Network eight part series  “Out of this World”  June-July 1992

· Guest commentator CBC Toronto’s “The Entertainers” series on the Rumba 1991

· Numerous radio and TV interviews on the subjects of percussion music, world music, Latin American music and cultural diversity on English, Spanish and French language shows.

Advisory and Board Experience

· Member Vancouver Foundation Arts Advisory 2009

· Member British Columbia Arts Council 2002-2008

· Cultural Advisory Committee  Vancouver/Whistler Olympic Bid Committee 2002-2003

· Chair World Music Committee Percussive Arts Society 2001-2004

· Canada Council Juror

· Stand Firm Equity Office 2002

· Sound Recordings Grants 1990, 2002

· Cultural Diversity Adjudications 1998

· Touring Office Advisory 1992-1994

· Small Ensembles 1992

· Explorations 1990-1992

· Short Term Grants 1991

· Board Member Canadian Music Centre 1986-1991

· Juror Ontario Arts Council 1995

· Juror Chalmers Award 1996

· Juror Juno Awards 1998

· Member Board of Governors Koerner Foundation

· Advisor Sarah McLachlan Music Outreach Project

· Consultant Canada’s Year of Asia Pacific 1995

· Member Music Advisory to the British Columbia Arts Council 1992-95, 1997-2000

Languages

Totally fluent in English and Spanish with good reading knowledge and some facility in spoken French.

Computer Skills

Presently able to navigate comfortably on the Microsoft Office Professional Suite including Microsoft Word, Excel, Power Point, Microsoft Access and Schedule.

Familiar with Finale Music Notation Software, Adobe Acrobat, and Adobe Photoshop Elements 

Awards and Scholarships

· Awarded Willan Prize for Outstanding Contribution to Choral Music in BC 2005

· Awarded Most Innovative Project of 2003 for “Choral Riffs” by the Canadian Association of Choral Conductors.

· Inducted into British Columbia Entertainment Hall of Fame 2003

· University Graduate Fellowship 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004

· Leo Awards nominee for “Best Soundtrack-Documentary” 1999

· Pacific Music Industry Association Nominee for “Musician of the Year” 1997

· Juno Award Nominee for Best Global Recording “Nine Fold Heart” 1995 (co-producer with Rick Kilburn) featuring pianist composer Lee Pui-Ming 

· Juno Award Nominee for Best Global Recording “Invisible Minority” 1993

· C.A.R.A.S. West Coast Music Award for “Classical Musician of the Year” 1987

· Sound Recording Grant The Canada Council 1987, 1999

· Arts Awards B Grant Canada Council 1986

